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In this session… 

• How and why is ICT and technology changing 
learning? 

• How should schools be using technology? 
• What are the challenges we face? 
• A 5 point plan 



A position statement: 

• I love learning 
• I love to learn about new things 
• I believe technology motivates and inspires 

learning 
• I believe in socialised learning and the 

importance of connectedness 
• I believe in traditional learning  
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Presentation Notes
Define. This is the way young people use the web: to communicate, for entertainment, to create, share.Web publishing no longer reserved for those with the skills (web design / FTP etc.) Vast array of tools to let learners create, share, publish to real and mass audience. Also teachers to communicate better with students & parents. Create and share music, video etc.TAPPING INTO CULTUREEvolution of the web is fascinatingUnfortunately the freedom of the web has lead to inappropriate content, but there are alternatives



An education renaissance?  
(How lucky are you???) 
“Let’s look at the most powerful kings there have ever been  
ever, you know the great autocrats or even dictators. In any sense that  
counts except the power of life over death, I have more power than  
Louis XVI. I have more power for knowledge and understanding is at  
my fingertips, and at yours. And I don’t even have to be sat at a  
computer. I can just carry a device around with me and I have … You  
know he had to summon scholars and ask grave questions. So we are  
immensely empowered. “ 
 
Stephen Fry, clever.com, Radio 4 - Analysis 

 



BBC, 1-5-09 
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Presentation Notes
Here’s an extreme example of learning from YouTube.



Previously in schools…. 

• Talked about ‘ICT’  
• Trained children how to use soft and hardware 
• Word processed A LOT 
• Taught children how to use PowerPoint..FOR A 

VERY LONG TIME 
 

 
 



What about your school/s? 

• How has the ICT teaching changed in the last 10 
years? 

• How are children progressing? 
• What do the children enjoy learning? 
• Are they building the foundations they need for 

the future? 





August 2011 

"I was flabbergasted to learn that 
today computer science isn't even 
taught as standard in UK schools," 
he said. "Your IT curriculum 
focuses on teaching how to use 
software, but gives no insight 
into how it's made."  

(Eric Schmidt – Google)  



November 2011 

"I think Eric Schmidt is right... we're 
not doing enough to teach the next 
generation of programmers. One of 
the things you hear from the 
businesses here in Tech City is “I 
don’t just want people who are 
literate in technology, I want 
people who want to create 
programs”, and I think that’s a real 
wake up call for us in terms of our 
education system."   



OfSTED – December 2011 

• OfSTED December 2012 
– Assessment 
– KS4 
– ICT across the curriculum 
– CPD 
– eSafety 
– VLEs 
– Procurement 



• ICT PoS and AT gone from Sept 
2012 

• “ICT will remain compulsory at all 
key stages, and will still be taught 
at every stage of the curriculum. “ 

• “The best degrees in computer 
science are among the most 
rigorous and respected 
qualifications in the world. They’re 
based on one of the most 
formidable intellectual fields – logic 
and set theory – and prepare 
students for immensely rewarding 
careers and world-changing 
innovations.  But you’d never know 
that from the current ICT 
curriculum.” 

• “Schools, teachers and industry 
leaders have all told us that the 
current curriculum is too off-putting, 
too demotivating, too dull.” 

BETT – Michael Gove 



What should children be learning? 

• With technology 
– About the world 
– About communication 
– About new skills  

• Of technology 
– How does the world use technology?  
– What can it do? 
– How can children use it? 

 



With technology 

• Using ipads, ipods, computers to learn about other 
things, such as letter sounds, numbers etc 

• A case study… 
– An interest highlighted, reason explained 
– Information and teachers found 
– Skill practiced and developed 
– Reflection – surprising! 
– Learning evolved and retold 

• How powerful can this be? 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pT4EbM7dCMs�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RM547Bj7vf0�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dk60sYrU2RU�


At Secondary 

• http://www.behindthescreen.org.uk/ 
• University of Hertfordshire / CAS/ Standards and 

School Effectiveness project: 
 www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/ict/computing/ 
 

http://www.behindthescreen.org.uk/�
http://www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/ict/computing/�


So what will be the challenges? 

• Mobile technologies – learning where and when 
the curriculum dictates 

• Wireless infrastructure – sufficient? 
• Support for the long term development of 

computing – access to computers that you can 
‘play with’ 

• Reliable technology –  
   managed systems? 





Using technology to communicate of 
learning and achievement 

• Learning platforms and VLEs that communicate: 
– Attendance 
– Behaviour 
– Curriculum coverage 
– Assessment data 
– Communications to and from school 
– Learning out of hours 
– Work hand in 



A space that 
enables parents 
to be informed  

Success 
celebrated 



Parents are 
able to access 

newsletters and 
school 

documents 



The importance of chatting! 

Children in professionals' homes were exposed to an average of more 
than fifteen hundred more spoken words per hour than children in 
welfare homes. Over one year, that amounted to a difference of 
nearly 8 million words, which, by age four, amounted to a total gap of 
32 million words. They also found a substantial gap in tone and in 
the complexity of words being used. They discovered a direct 
correlation between the intensity of these early verbal experiences 
and later achievement.  

Hart and Risley study 
 
So….  
Use media to share learning and activities - spark conversation in the 

home 
 









How does your school/ Governing 
Body reach out to parents? 

• Is this logistical? 
• Is this learning? 
• Is this both? 



eSafety issues in Hertfordshire  

Where, where and how? 
 
• Across all phases 
• In all year groups 
• By all of the school community 
• All of the time 
• Across Herts, the UK and 

beyond 
• Using all technologies 

 
 

What is happening? 
 

• Bullying – 24 hour 
• Incitement 
• Sharing of offensive content 
• Inappropriate contact  
• Uprisings! 

 



‘It's quite simple, say nothing online that you would not have the guts to say to 
someones face.’ 

 
 



The rise of gaming…. 

• What games are most popular with: 
– Key Stage 1 
– Key Stage 2 
– Key Stage 3 and 4 

• How are games affecting learning in your 
school? 



Support for Parents and Carers 



Keeping you up-to-date 
 
  School Bulletin 
  Termly newsletter 
  Twitter 

 
 
 
 
  ICT team videos  
  Youtube 
  Facebook 
  HGfL 
 



5 things to do at any school anywhere 
• Investigate – what are children learning in your school 

with and of technology? 
• Interview – talk to staff and pupils informally, how are 

children progressing as a result of technology in their 
school? 

• Involve – share ideas with parents, use electronic media 
to help learn about learning 

• Invigorate – follow the lead of children – find worldwide 
experts about learning and listen/watch them to keep up 
to date 

• Imagine – how could you transform learning for children 
and parents in your school?  Does it really need a big 
budget?  Is investment in learning with or of technology? 



Thanks for listening! 
 
Carole.bennett@hertscc.gov.uk 
 
 
thegrid.org.uk 
twitter.com/hertsict 
facebook.com/hertsict 
youtube.com/hertsict 
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